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Despite Tougher Laws, Drunk Drivers Remain An Ongoing Threat To New
York Motorists

NY personal injury lawyer Steven J. Schwartzapfel decries 'terrible loss of life' following deadly
July 26 DW caollision on the Taconic State Parkway.

New York, NY (PRWEB) August 7, 2009 -- Alcohol-related accidents remain athreat to anyone on New Y ork's
highways, as the recent Taconic Parkway accident shows, aNY personal injury lawyer says.

Eight people were killed in a head-on collision on the Taconic State Parkway in Westchester County on July 26,
and the driver was legally drunk, New Y ork police say. Diane Schuler's blood alcohol level was the equivalent of
10 shots of 80-proof liquor, according to police reports. An autopsy also revealed high levels of achemical found
in marijuanain her blood.

"Thisisaterrible loss of life that was so unnecessary," said Steven J. Schwartzapfel, founding partner of
Schwartzapfel Truhowsky Marcus P.C., aNew Y ork persona injury law firm. "The families pain and suffering
over losing loved ones is compounded by the fact that someone made a decision to drink and drive. Kids are
dying everyday as aresult of people drinking and driving, and families are forever destroyed.”

The wreck, which occurred while Schuler was driving the wrong way on the parkway, was the worst traffic
accident in Westchester County in 75 years, according to The New Y ork Times. Killed were Ms. Schuler, her
two-year-old daughter and three young nieces in amini-van driven by Ms. Schuler and three men in a Chevrolet
Trailblazer that was struck head-on.

While alcohol and other drug-impaired driving remain athreat, the number of such accidentsin New Y ork has
declined in the last 15 years, due in part to stricter alcohol limits and more aggressive police enforcement against
drunk drivers.

The number of acohol-related fatal and personal injury crashesin New Y ork has dropped by 40 percent -- from
almost 9,000 crashesin 1992 to fewer than 5,400 in 2007, according to the 2008 New Y ork Highway Safety
report.

In 2007, 373 people died in alcohol -related crashesin New Y ork State, compared to 397 in 2006 and 382 in each
of the two prior years, the report said. In addition, 7,175 persons were injured in alcohol-related accidents.

Under New Y ork law motorists can be charged with driving while impaired, a criminal offense, when they have a
blood alcohol content of .08 percent or higher. Police can also charge a motorist with alesser charge of driving
while ability impaired if the driver's blood alcohol registers between .05 and .079 percent and the officer feels the
driver's ability was impaired. Under New Y ork's zero tolerance law, it isillegal for adriver under the age of 21 to
have consumed any alcohol.

"Drive sober, or don't drive," Schwartzapfel said. "There's too much at stake. If you've had a drink, then have a
friend or family member drive or call acab.”
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Schwartzapfel Truhowsky Marcus P.C. is awell-respected plaintiff personal injury and estate litigation firm in
New Y ork. With over 150 years of combined experience and highly competent co-counsel throughout the
country, Schwartzapfel Partners serves all your legal needs.

The firm concentratesin all types of personal injury litigation, including car, truck, motorcycle and taxi
accidents, as well as medical malpractice, nursing home neglect, wrongful death, defective products and drugs,
construction accidents, workplace injuries, workers compensation and Social Security disability. To contact the
law firm, call 1-800-966-4999 or go to www.fightingforyou.com for more information.
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Contact Information

Steven J. Schwar tzapfel
Schwartzapfel Truhowsky Marcus P.C.
http://www.fightingforyou.com/
516.342.2200

Mike Dayton
Consultwebs.com, Inc.
http://www.consultwebs.com/
919.880.1748

OnlineWeb 2.0 Version
Y ou can read the online version of this press release here.
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Page 3/3

If you have any questions regarding information in these press releases please contact the company listed in the press release. Our complete disclaimer
appears here. - PRWeb eBooks - Another online visibility tool from PRWeb



http://www.prweb.com/about.php
http://www.fightingforyou.com/
http://www.consultwebs.com/
http://www.prweb.com/releases/2009/08/prweb2722694.htm
http://prwebpodcast.com/pod/2722694/2722694.mp3
itpc://prwebpodcast.com/pod/2722694/2722694.m4a
http://prwebpodcast.com/pod/2722694/2722694.ogg
http://www.prweb.com/disclaimer.php
http://www.prweb.com

	Headlines
	Despite Tougher Laws, Drunk Drivers Remain An Ongoing Threat To New York Motorists
	Media Page



